NORTHUMBERLAND

Civil Cemetery Records

Civil cemeteries were generally opened from the mid nineteenth century onwards as a result of
overcrowding in church graveyards (particularly in urban areas) and the resulting risk to public
health. Burial Acts of 1851 and 1853 enabled local authorities to set up burial boards, which
created and administered the new cemeteries. In Northumberland, this was done by individual
parishes or by local boards of health. Many remain open and may be run by the same
organisation or by a successor authority such as a district council.

Many cemetery records have been deposited with the Northumberland Archives. These are listed
below. The list includes those records, which provide information about individuals, such as burial
registers, grave space registers and monumental inscriptions. Administrative records are not
included, but will be detailed in the main searchroom catalogues.

The content of the different types of records varies from cemetery to cemetery, but in general the
following information is to be found in the principal categories: -

Burial registers. Name of person buried, description, age, place of death, date of burial, place of
burial/number of grave, whether in consecrated/unconsecrated ground.

Grave space registers. List all grave spaces in order. Grave space number, name of person
interred, age, date of interment, burial register entry number, grave description, purchase register
number. Details of reservation or purchase may be given. Grave space registers may help in
finding other members of a family, who may be buried in the same or adjacent plots.

Purchased grave registers. Chronological records of purchase and/or reservation of graves.
Date of purchase or reservation, name, residence and description of purchaser, particulars of
grave (number of space, whether consecrated/unconsecrated ground, depth, amount paid). Name
and description of deceased, when buried, number in burial register may be given in some
registers.

Grants of right of burial books. Counterfoil books of certificates of grants of right of burial in
specified grave spaces. Name of person being granted exclusive right of burial, number of grave
space, whether consecrated/unconsecrated ground, amount paid.

In some instances the records are divided into separate series for consecrated and unconsecrated
areas of the cemetery. This may be useful if, for example someone was a nonconformist, in which
case it might be expected that he/she would be buried in the unconsecrated portion.

Some records are held on microfilm only, the originals being retained by the appropriate body. More
recent and, in some cases, all records for some cemeteries may be retained by the appropriate
authority.



Please note that most of the records below are available on microfilm. However any marked with
an asterisk (*) indicates that the originals can be viewed.

Northumberland Archives Records

Cemetery Records Covering dates Reference Microfilm / fiche
Allendale Burial register. 1889 - 1945. PC 31/91 M.1303 & M.1884
Grave space register. 1889 - 1941. PC 31/92 M.1303 & M.1884
Grants of right of burial. | 1929 - 1950. PC 31/21. M.1884
Alnwick Burial register. 1856 - 1870 NRO 755/M8 M.532
Burial register. 1870 - 1883 NRO 755/M9 M.532
Burial register. 1883 - 1896 NRO 755/M10 M.532
Burial register. 1896 - 1917 NRO 755/M11 M.158.
Burial register. 1917 - 1942 NRO 755/M12 M.1884
Burial register. 1940 - 1945 NRO 755/M13 M.1884
Grants of right of burial. | 1858 - 1960 NRO 755/M14 - | M.1884 - M.1886
42.
Headstone inscriptions. | 1865 - 1883, | NRO 755/M56 - | M.1886 - M.1888
1890 — 1946 59.
Amble Burial register. 1878 - 1976 NRO 3213/3 M.1888
East Purchased graves | 1878 - 1936. NRO 3213/4 M.1888
Cemetery register
Grave plan* 1890 NRO 3213/5*
Burial Transcript | 1878 - 1976 Misc 94*
(Indexed).
Amble Burial register. 1905 - 1962. NRO 6077/1 - 2*
West Burial register. 1962 - 1980 PC 93/5/1*
Cemetery Burial register. 1980 - 1998 NRO 6077/3 - 4*
Bedlington Burial register. 1867 - 1914 NRO 9028/1/1-4 | M.1318
Burial register. 1914 - 1957 NRO 9028/2 M.1318
Burial register. 1948 - 1955 NRO 9028/3/1
Burial register. (still born) | 1948 - 1970 NRO 9028/4
Civil cemetery grave | 1949 EP 39/194*
plan.
Bellingham Burial registers. 1896 - 1994. M.1419
Grave space register. 1896 - 1994, M.1419
Grave plan. 1896 - 1994. M.1419
Berwick Burial registers. 1856 - 1941. M.860, M.861 &
M.907
(original War graves register. 1939 - 1947. M.861
records at | Graves register. 1838 -1986. M.861 & M.907
Berwick- Grants of right of burial. | 1856 -1948. M.804 - M.809
upon-Tweed | Burial register & | 1850 - 1997 M.1438 - M.1440
Record Indexes.
Office)
Blenkinsopp | Burial Register 1881 - 1994 M.1413
and
Thirlwall
Blyth Burial register. 1860 - 1885. NRO 880/202 M.892




Burial register. 1885 - 1907 NRO 880/204 M.892 & M.1888 -
M.1889
Burial register. 1907 - 1932 NRO 880/205 M.1889
Burial register 1932 - 1964 NRO 880/207 M.1889
Purchased graves | 1860 - 1902. NRO 880/208 M.1889
register.
Grants of right of burial. | 1910 - 1957 NRO 880/219 - | M.1889
23.
Chevington | Grants of right of burial. | 1910 - 1957.* NRO 1781/B14 -
18*
Burial transcript 1909 - 1981 MISC 89*
Photocopy of register of | 1939 — 1948 NRO 8147/1/1*
burials
(war graves)
Photocopies of registers | 1952 — 1981 NRO 8147/1/2 -
of burials 4*
1984-1995 NRO 10747
Register of purchased | 1951 - 1977 * NRO 08777/1/1*
graves
Register of grants of | 1958 - 1965 * NRO 08777/2/1*
right of burial
Register of grants of | 1966 - 1976 * NRO 08777/2/2*
right of burial
Corbridge Burial register. 1872 - 1904. PC 57/94 M.158
Burial registers 1904 - 1972 M.1315
Burial Grants 1952 - 1976 PC 57/100 - 102 | M.1889 — 1890
Cowpen Burial register 1877 - 1897 NRO 880/25 M.892
Burial register 1897 - 1910 NRO 880/26 M.892
Burial register 1910 - 1913 NRO 880/209 M.1890
Burial register 1913 - 1926 NRO 880/210 M.1890
Burial register 1926 - 1932 NRO 880/211 M.1890
Burial register 1932 - 1939 NRO 880/212 M.1890
Burial register 1939 - 1945 NRO 880/213 M.1890
Burial register 1945 - 1952 NRO 880/214 M.1890
Burial register 1952 - 1960 NRO 880/215 M.1890
Burial register 1960 - 1971 NRO 880/216 M.1891
Grants of right of burial. | 1878 - 1910 NRO 880/31 - | M.1891
33.
Grants of right of burial. | 1910 - 1967.* NRO 880/224 - | M.1891 — 1892
238.
Burial transcript | 1877 - 1883 MISC 61*
(Indexed)
Embleton, Photocopies of register | 1883 -1968 NRO 9541/1 M.2122
Spitalfield of graves
Cemetery
Photocopies of registers | 1936 - 1961 NRO 9541/2 M.2122
of burials
Photocopies of registers | 1961 - 1991 NRO 9541/3 M.2122
of burials
Photocopie of register | 1991 -2011 NRO 9541/4 M.2122
of burials
Photocopies of registers | 1891 -1917 NRO 9541/5 M.2122

of graves of stillbirths




Digital copy of the NRO 9541/6 M.2122
graveyard plan covering
plots 1-1112
Fairmoor Burial register (copy) 2003 - 2005 NRO 10750
Falstone Burial registers. 1911 - 1959. M.682.
Grave space plans. 1911 LBG/H/4/2
Felton Burial register 1901 - 1970 M.1316
Haltwhistle Burial register 1900 - 1917 M.1413
Burial register 1917 - 1928 M.1413
Burial register 1928 - 1940 M.1413
Burial register 1940 - 1950 M.1413
Burial register 1950 - 1964 M.1413
Burial register 1964 - 1979 M.1413
Burial register 1979 - 1988 M.1413
Private graves 1946 -1956 M. 1892
Index to burial 1946 M.1892
Hexham Burial register 1859 - 1903 NRO 1150/145 | M.158
Burial register 1903 - 1945 M.1317
Burial register 1945 - 1966 M.1317
Burial register 1966 - 1977 M.1317
Burial register 1977 -1990 M.1315
Grants of right of burial. | 1859 - 1964. PHU/B3/1 - 8. M.1892 -3
Purchased grave | 1909 - 1934. PHU/B6/3. M.1892 - 3
register.
Grave dressing | 1910 - 1915. PHU/B4/1 - 2*
registers.
Grave dressing | 1945 - 1956. PHU/BA4/3 - 4*
registers.
Cemetery plan — | n.d. PHU/B5/1*
consecrated.
Cemetery plan — n.d. PHU/B5/2*
unconsecrated.
Plan of cemetery | 1969 - 1973. PHU/B5/3. M.1893
monuments
Including Inscriptions.
Burial transcript | 1859 - 1903 MISC 60*
(Indexed)
Morpeth Photocopy of register of | 1975 - 1991 NRO 8147/2/1 -
burials, Morpeth St 2*
Mary’s old churchyard
Photocopy of register of | 1991- 2005 NRO 8147/2/5 -
burials, Morpeth 6*
cemetery
Photocopy of register of | 1980 - 1991 NRO 8147/2/3 -
burials Morpeth St 4*
Mary’s churchyard
extension
Photocopy of plan of nd. NRO 8147/2/7*
ashes section of
Morpeth cemetery
North Counterfoils for Grants April 2006 - June | NRO 9029/1

of Exclusive Rights of

2007




Seaton Burial
Plan of North Seaton €.1960 NRO 9029/2
Cemetery,

Northumberland,
showing layout of burial
plots

North Burial registers. 1886 - 1954. M.1295.

Sunderland

(original

records at

Berwick-

upon-Tweed

Record

Office)

Ovingham Burial registers. 1879 - 1994. M.1316
Purchased grave | 1880 - 1955.* NRO 4331/1 - 4. | M.1893
registers.

Grave space register. 1879 - 1984.* NRO 4331/5 -|M.1894
12.
Pegswood Burial transcript 1899 - 2003 MISC 90*
Burial transcript 1913 - 1992 MISC 62*
Photocopy of register of | 1913 -1991 NRO 8147/3/1*
burials
Photocopy of register of | 1985 - 2005 NRO 8147/3/2*
burials (extension)

Prestwick Photocopy of register of | 1983 - 2005 NRO 8147/4/1 -
burials 2*

Photocopy of register of | 1987 - 1990 NRO 8147/4/4*
burials (Sections A & B)

Photocopy of register of | 1984 -1990 NRO 8147/4/3*
burials (Section B)

Photocopy of plans of nd. NRO 8147/4/5*
Prestwick cemetery

Prudhoe Burial register. 1903 - 1917. M.1315

(Edgewell) Burial register. 1917 -1933 M.1315
Burial register. 1933 - 1962 M.1315
Burial register. 1965 - 1978 M.1316
Burial register. 1978 - 1994 M.1316
Grants of right of burial. | 1912 - 1956.* LPR/H4/A2/1 -8 | M.1894

Rothbury Burial registers. 1896 - 1956. M.1316
Grants of right of burial. | 1940 - 1960.* LRR/H4/3 - 4 M.1894
Grants of right of burial 1960 - 1973 * LRR/H4/5*

Grants of right of burial 1973 -1974 * LRR/H4/6*

Tweedmouth | Burial registers. 1858 - 1941. M.906 — M.907.
Purchased grave | 1858 - 1899. M.907

(original register.

records at Consecrated Graves | 1858 - 1986. M.907

Berwick - register.

upon - Tweed | Unconsecrated Graves | 1858 - 1986 M.907




Record Register
Office) Photocopy of nd. NRO 8147/6/1 -
unidentified grave plan 2*
Records Held At Berwick-upon-Tweed Record Office
Cemetery Records Covering dates Reference Microfilm / fiche
Alnwick Burial registers. 1856 - 1896. M.46
Berwick Burial registers. 1856 - 1994.* BC1/1 - 25*
War graves register. 1939 - 1946.* BC1/26*
Grave space register. 1858 - 1994 *
Grants of right of burial. | 1856 - 1976.*
North Burial registers. 1886 - 1986.* PB5/16*
Sunderland
Tweedmouth | Burial registers. 1858 - 1992.* TC1/1-7*
Purchased graves | 1858 - 1899.*
register.
Graves register. 1858 - 1994.*

*Qriginal records, which may be consulted.
Northumberland Archives is committed to providing a quality service to all its users and therefore
this information is also available in Large Print and via the Internet. The Internet address is:

www.northumberlandarchives.com

© Northumberland Archives 2018

Reviewed November 2018

Follow Us

- as
'@j) flickr

h i.h-'lnl'\'p'n



http://www.archives@northumberland.gov.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/northumberlandarchives
https://www.facebook.com/northumberlandarchives
https://twitter.com/NorthldArchives
http://www.northumberlandarchives.com/
http://www.northumberlandarchives.com/
https://www.historypin.org/channels/view/58356/#!photos/list/

