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 The 46th Report of the Inspector on Reformatory and Industrial Schools in Great Britain, 1902
Reference: NRO 00820/H/13 | Suggested age groups: KS2, KS3, KS4, lifelong learners |Topic areas: Crime and Punishment
Child crime and reformatory schools
At the beginning of the nineteenth century a child who committed a crime was tried in the same court as an adult. If the judge or magistrate sentenced them to prison, they would be sent to the same prison as adult criminals.
Some campaigners, such as Mary Carpenter, argued that children should be kept away from adult criminals so that they did not learn bad habits from them. She also said that children should be given training and be allowed to play. 
Pressure from campaigners led to Parliament passing the Reformatory Schools Act in 1854. The Act allowed reformatory schools to be set up. Magistrates could send children under the age of 16 to these schools, instead of to prison.
A reformatory school was set up in Newcastle in 1853, just before the Act passed through Parliament. The school was moved to Netherton, near Morpeth, in 1857. 
Reformatories and industrial schools collected information about the lives of the children that left their care.  The discharge register at Netherton contains information about the boys for about three or four years after they left. The table in this report shows what happened to boys across the country when they left reformatories or industrial schools.

Related documents
See also the discharge records of Isaac Cohen and Isaac Wilson.
Other online resources
The National Archives website, page on “Victorian Children in Trouble”: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/victorian-children-in-trouble/

Infed.org website, page about Mary Carpenter and her ideas about education: https://infed.org/mobi/mary-carpenter-reformatory-schools-and-education/

Northumberland Archives blog, page about Netherton Reformatory:
https://www.northumberlandarchives.com/2015/03/30/netherton-reformatory-one-mans-first-world-war-story-david-eckstein/

Children’s Homes website, page with history of Netherton Reformatory: http://childrenshomes.org.uk/NethertonRfy/

Children’s Homes website, page with general information about reformatories: http://childrenshomes.org.uk/Rfy/

Children’s Homes website, page with model rules and regulations (1890): http://childrenshomes.org.uk/rules/Rfy.shtml
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Topic: Crime and Punishment
Subject areas: History, Maths, Citizenship

	Background
	Activity
	Resources

	Reformatories and industrial schools collected information about the lives of the children that left their care.  The discharge register at Netherton contains information about the boys for about three or four years after they left. The table in this report shows what happened to boys across the country when they left reformatories or industrial schools.
	See: What was the most common circumstance of boys who had left reform school?

See: What was the most common circumstance of girls who had left reform school?

See: What percentage of boys had been reconvicted in the time since they had left reform school?

See: What percentage of girls had been reconvicted in the time since they had left reform school?
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-social-studies-ks2-ks3-gcse-victorian-reformatory-schools-jane-angus/zn4pbdm

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmgxsbk/revision/2

http://childrenshomes.org.uk/NethertonRfy/


	
	Think: Why did reformatories keep track of the boys’ and girls’ circumstances after they had left the school?

Think: What can we learn about the effectiveness of reformatory schools from the report?

Think: What can you learn about the class level or personal backgrounds of the boys and girls based on the jobs that they took?

Think: What does this tell you about the types of people who went to reform school?
	

	
	Do: Create a pie chart showing the percentage of circumstances of boys and girls after leaving reform school.

Do: Research some of the boys from Netherton, along with other reformatory schools. Create a presentation showing how effective reform school was as a form of punishment and rehabilitation.
	

	At the beginning of the nineteenth century a child who committed a crime was tried in the same court as an adult. If the judge or magistrate sentenced them to prison, they would be sent to the same prison as adult criminals. Pressure from campaigners led to Parliament passing the Reformatory Schools Act in 1854. The Act allowed reformatory schools to be set up and for them to be officially inspected. Magistrates could send children under the age of 16 to these schools, instead of to prison.
	See: How were child criminals tried and sentenced in the early nineteenth century?

See: Why did campaigners want to keep child criminals separate from adult criminals?

See: What did Mary Carpenter say children should be given, rather than being sent to prison with adults?

See: When was the Reformatory Schools Act passed?

See: Who could be sent to reformatory school? 
	https://infed.org/mobi/mary-carpenter-reformatory-schools-and-education/
https://www.northumberlandarchives.com/2015/03/30/netherton-reformatory-one-mans-first-world-war-story-david-eckstein/
http://childrenshomes.org.uk/NethertonRfy/
http://childrenshomes.org.uk/rules/Rfy.shtml

	
	Think: What were Mary Carpenter’s education principles and methods?

Think: How were Mary Carpenter’s education principles and methods different to the general principles of the time?

Think: What was the purpose of reformatory school?

Think: What were the conditions like in reformatory school?

Think: What were the rules and regulations of reformatory school?

Think: What would the children have spent their time doing at reformatory school?
	

	
	Do: In small groups, debate whether or not introducing reformatory schools was the right way to punish child criminals.

Do: Using the information provided by the Children’s Homes website, draw up a plan of Netherton.
	





image2.jpg
e oo b e o o,





image1.jpg
®

Bovs who left Soioor in 1899, 1900, 1901, and their
tances at the end of 1902.

Brickayors and plastorers | 60
Bey Taboorur—

Do W
Momiie naion Corporstion .| 38
[ Dock il
Shipped o | O
Fuctoriesor mill
Cardoners e i

Farm servien

Factary or il . enea... b ™
Mechasin . Toades st s | 198
Min Mossengorssod poriers .. | 0
Tronorseel workers .. Bradboy o | 104
Onriwys . Others i rgular employ- | 1088
Shipbaia - Sl 2 ehoo oo

Carters Dead

Carpenter.. Incusual cmploymenst

Shocaukers 3 | Boconvioted

[ Unkaown .

| -

Printers

T R AT A ST
I S e S
i 98 e e o e Jte e
sl e r ) e i oL
S L
oprel s s o O

(e e
Eefeanions) o mils g n A

W

affot powerfully the rising gonoration. Few boya at the Bast
Tondon Tndustrial School il forget Geoera Sir John Freach's
adirees to them when he unveiled the tablt o theie dining:
Bl ey wer e whon ke poited 0 th st of named
i * They were your comrades | they were my comrados,”

With rogard to civil_cmployments_attention may_usofull

e directad 20 ona sl e which appears for the it time,

Confurence in. the summer of 1902 among &

on the disposal of

Chidren, and pacticularly on the desirability of s irainiug.

Shildrn’ that dhay shoull ind openinga rathe in the akillal

dhan ' the anakld hone” ke, Ot et feld wan

suggestal where much more might be done with advaniage,

e iumue Tho s lavge mmber of ‘boye g 3

thorovgh training us gardeners, and yet compuratively fow

scem permancatly {0 adopt what Shodld be an attractive line

o the last No, IV, return the mumber of gardences

B e carcfully picked ont—t comes o 60, 1t may b hoped

hat by a reoluts eFort. this naumber will be largely increased in
Future returns.

Working boys' homes, those most valuablo suxiliries in the
work of disposal, continue to flourish, New ones have oo
i svood Reformatory, Bristol, and
the Liverpool Industrial Sel i Tikely o be opend
o serve the St. George's Induatrial Schoo, lso i Livergoa, one
af the most important Roman Catholic schools in the conatey.

Reaults from, the returns relting to giel’ sonools have been
tabulated as follows

[E— Y. Circumsaneos. ‘ No.
Gocka : 47 | Drossmakers “©
Purlourmaids .. o | Sopamivtants .. .| 2
Howamsids 226 | Charng 3
Kichenmaids 55 | Others in regular ompoy- | 118

et
Nuremids 98 | Seill ¢ sebool ovside @
Latiod oaids o .| 6| Mamiel e e | 16
Daieymaids 7 [ pet < | ST
Lavadeymaid— o casal employment m
Trwie.n. .. 104 0k
248 | Rowonviewd o | 88
Pable . [
[
Geners servants 1z
In factorios o mi ™ Towt
oo B





image3.png
- Northumberland

County Council




image4.png
NORTHUMBERLAND




