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Papers on legal proceedings in respect of riot at Court Leet at Morpeth, Northumberland, 1761.
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and Assisted them in their Rios

Jar

i)

per iiaj Ji
Hewit Willam Tate and Others
o eoor Thojmals and Willia) Hewit & Tate (And
Deponfenit Fenwick

Bates & Barker and Others wilth . Continued their Riotous Proceedings without taking any
Notice thereof,

Say the Deputy Ordered Said

Serjeant was put from his Seat in the Court so that the Deputy Steward, Jury, Deponfenits and the sulors of said
‘court lof the Court

That about 3
intended (as

30" of March

Steward who

the Court

being then tokd that A great Number of People were Assembled in and Near the Town Hall and had Used Threats the

10 said Town Hal of the

That the Deputy Steward told the People that were sent to him in Depon{en)is presence that the Riotous

proceedngs.
prevetad him from retuming 1o the Town Hall o Court o to that Effect
” o Jury
That during the Time of
the Tatie in said Court
Thojmals

of sakd Cout And Assisted them in the Rictous proceedings

and sy lef Said Court

s usua,
Court 1o Finish the Business therso!

Other Ricters and intermuptors of sad Court
Bolervos
the Court there woukd have been some Mischief done.

Say that on 30°
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Swom 23 May 1761}
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Affidavit of George

s in the Morpeth And hearing a Great Noise in the..

Junfiolr Sworn 27" May 1761 Town Hall, where the Court Leet and Court Baron of the Earl of Carlisle for the Manor and Borough of Morpeth

was held Deponfen]t went up 1o the Room in the Town Hall where the Court was holding And saw Defend[enjts William
Weatherhead Hewitt and Barker w(ilth Others upon the Table in said Court And they with others in A Rioutous Manner
made A great Noise so that no Business Coufl}d be done in said Court And for that and no Other Reason (as beleives) The
Deputy Steward Jury and Others left said Court

That about 3 in the aftemoon of Said 30" of March he Saw A great Number of People Assembled in and Near

the Town Hall And Saw Defend{an) Williajm talking to Some of that they
intended to make A Riot and /do\ some Mischief in said Court in Case the said Deputy Steward and Jurys returied to
the Court in the aftermoon of Said Day as was usual on the lie Occasions to Finish the Business of Said Court

Deponfen]t thereupon went to the Deputy Steward and Others who were ther

heard and saw) if the Deputy Steward and Jurys went to the Court there would be Mischief done Or to that Effect
And Deponlent therefore Advised Said Deputy Steward and Others there present not to retum to said Court
Says for that and no Other Reason (: Deputy Steward and Jt

did not to Finish

the Business thereof.
Affidfavilt of Robert Lisle Gent |  Says he being Appoint{e]d by Tho|mals Rudd Esqi)rfe] his Deputy to hold the Court Leet and Court Baron of the Earl of
Deputy Steward of the Court | Carlisle for the Manor and Borough of Morpeth he Attended in the Town Hall as usual on 30" March last to
‘Swomn 28th May 1761 Execute Said Office And the Suitors of Said Court were then and there Called and the Jurys Swom And the Business
of Said Court was proceeded in and before the same was Finishie]d, A Sudden uproar and Confused Noise was made
byA of People Business Could be done therein.
That John Ord is Majestys Justices of ng then in said Court did wiilth Deponfen]t
Endeavour to persuade them to desist from their wihilch said Riot ga that
Deponent finding the Athey wou{l[d not Suffer any Business to be done in Said Court, he Ordered the Serjeant 1o Adjourn the
same til 3 in the afternoon as usual, But the Rioters took no Notice and Continued the uproar Clamours
Noise and Di in said Court 5o that {ilth the Bailtts and Others left the Court.
That about 3 in said 30™ of ling to said
‘Adjournment thereof to Finish the Business in said Townhall as Usual But being told that the Rioters were much
increased in Number and he Jury, Gentiemen, the
Court, who were of Opinion it wou[lJd be very 1o the Court, not
10 be done there, as A great Number were Assembled in and Near Said Town Hall, And as they had no Business there it
was most likely they by Unusual Assembly at that place, And from their Riotous behaviour
in the Forenoon in said Court
‘That he was the more Confirmed of the Rioters Intentions by the Messages sent him to go to said Court ~ To which he
nswerfeld that Effect To which they sent him
no Answer, That he the Jurys and Suitors might Safely return to the Court to Finish the Business thereof as usual.
and the Jurys of g of Said Court
Justce of  Saith & there assembled in
Peace\ swore [inje 4% June 1761 a Riotous Noise & {aild Court that no busis uld be done.
That he per paid no regard their & therefore this

Deponfen)t the Deputy Steward and others [or bailfs) left the court

Business to be done had they Retumed
Affid{avits fled to discharge the Annexed Rule for an Information.
The Affidfavilt of Robfer]t Milbum, Robert Leighton, Ralph Bullock, & Tho{mals Bittiestone, all of Morpeth
swom the 30, Oct{obe]r 1761 & filed the 18" Noviembe]r 1761 — They severally say that on Monday the 30™. of March last
they severally attended the Court Leet & Court Baron held in & for the Mannor & Borough
of Morpeth as Aldermen of the said Borough & Suitors of the said Court.
‘That Robert Lisle offiialed as Steward of thle s{aild Court, & that thle Jurors of the s{aild Court

‘were sworn & the Acti

& Harmony,
That after the s{aild Actions were tryed, Matthew Potts Clerk of [thje s{aild Court without any
directions from the s{aild Robfer]t Lisle called [thle names of several persons to be sworn in Freemen

of [thle sfai}d Borough, & at [thje same time threw a Bible upon (thje Table in order to tender them (thje
usual Oath on their Admission.

y together wiith & Brothers
of [thje sfaild that [thje s{aild their
Freedom by the Constitution of [thle s[aild Borough protest/ed\iag aglain]st their admission.

3 They

NORTHUMBERLAND
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“They severally say that they thought it their Duty so to do as Aldermen & Rep[re]sentatives
of [th]e several Companys to which they belonged whose rights & Libertys they thought-—
thereby injured & invaded.
That this proceeding of the said Mathew Potts occasioned some Noise in the sfaild
Court by many persons speaking at [thje same time & deseiring to be heard for redress &
occasioned some of the Freemen & ethers Brothers of [thje Borough who thought-—-———
themselves most interested to gett upon the Table in the s[aild Court in order (as they believe)
to have [thje matter argued & explained & to be better heard & not w{ijth any view or
design to offerr any insult to th[e] s{aild Court or to interrupt [thle necessary business thereof.
That [th]e s[ai]d several persons so called to be sworn Freemen as aforesfai]d greatly contributed to
[th]e Noise that was so made in the said Court.
That [thje s[ai]d Robert Lisle did not appear to interest himself in the sfai]d affair or to shew any
signs of fear or express any Apprehensions of Riot or other Mischief being committed.
Nor did he as Depon[en]ts remember declare his opinion therein or once order Silence to
be called by proclamation or otherwise on that occasion.
Say there was no unusual Number of People assembled at [th]e s[aild Court [thje 30" of March
& that in [th]e opinion of these Depon(en]ts there was No Riot insult or abuse given committed or
intended by any person at [thje s[aild Court whereby any person whatsoever could reasonably
apprehend any danger or Mischeif.

‘Thomas Davison, John Ramsay, Tho[mals Henderson Tho|mals Cooper, Raiph Brady, Edw{arld Smith, Alex{ander Reid, Tholmals Smith

John Nevill, Alex{ande]r Nevill, Henry Bittlestone George Rutter Andrew Gilmour & Charles Tumer swore the 30™
of October 1761. Filed 18" Nov 1761.
Say that they were present at (thje Court Leet & Court Baron of [thje Earl of Carlisie held
at Morpeth the 30” of March last by Robfer]t Lisle nearly from thje first stting of [thle s{aild Court
1l the adjournment thereo.
That the Jurors of [thle sfaild Court were sworn & [thle usual business thereof conducted with the
Greatest peace, and that after the determination of [thje several actions depending in [thje
slaijd court Mathew Polts the Clerk or Assistant to [thje sfaild Court proposed swearing certain
Persons Freemen of [thle sai

9 i & verily believe—
were not entitied o their Freedom according to the Custom of [thje s{aild Borough which Occasioned
a great Surprise and discontent, amongst most of the Aldermen Jurors & other Freemen
& Brothers of [thle said Borough there present, and several of them to remonstrate and
Protest agfain)st [thje same as an Unjust and Arbitrary proceeding & contrary to [thje Constitution
& Rights & priviledges of thle sfaild Borough.
Say they believe that some of the said Bro{thjers claimed a Right to be made Freemen of the
s{aild Borough in preferrence to [thje persons o proposed to be sworn by (thle s{aild Matthew Potts & abfoult
[thje same time with them laid their hands on a Bible w{hijch was lyeing on the Court Table-———
requesting that they might be swom Freemen of the said Borough.

Rights, & the Libertys & Priviedges of the s{aild Corporation.

[thle Town

NORTHUMBERLAND




then & there assembled.
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George Rutter, for himself Saith that he saw George Nicholls the Younger come into the said Court on [thle sfaild 30th
of March last while the sfaild affair ablou]t makeing Freemen was in Agitation, and saith
that he verilly believes the sfaild Court was adjourned in less than five minutes after he so

came into Court, & the sfai}d Matter being then almost over he could not as Deponfenjt —

i ; :
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entitied to their 'Freedom he the

i 9 th several

others (thje Lisle of [th)e Gri unjust and

Who to [t this Deponfen]t

& belief did not answer
aword either in favour of the said proceeding of the said Clerk of the Court, or of this.

Deponfenit Rest of the Peop!

Says that he made use of no violence or abusive Language to any Man upon
that occasion but was desirous of being made a Freeman & requested to be swom
as well as the Persons so proposed as above by the said Clerk of the Court he this

Deponfen]t apprehending himself better entitied

George Oliver & Andrew Bullock both swore the 30th Octiobelr 1761 & fled 10th Noviembelr 1761 - say that on [thje 30th of

March last they attended sfaild Court as Jurors for trying Causes there.

That Robert Lisle acted as Steward, and Mathew Potts as Clerk of thle s{aild Court, &
that (thle s{aild Jury & also the Grand Jury were swom & the Causes tryed & finished in a very
peaceable Manner - That after (the s{aild Business was finished they heard the sfaild Mathew
Pots call[thle names of several Persons then in Court to be sworn Freemen of the said

Borough who as they believe were not entitied to their Freedom thereof

If transcribed as F* throughout

That this. i an Aimost

& discontent among [thje
Aidermen Jurors & other Freemen & Bro[thelrs of [thje s{aild Borough there present, & Deponfen]ts &
several others interested apprehending their Libertys invaded & Interests affected thereby
Protested aglains]t it as arbitrary & illegal & injurious 10 [thle Rights & of s{aild Borough & eamestly
nts intreated [thle s{aild Court not to proceed in making fthje such Freemen - But that (thje said
Robert Lisle did not anyway interpose therein either in Redressing the Grievance so
‘complained of, or in Justification of the said proceeding of the said Mathew Potts.

Say that the said Mathew Potts proceeded to swear the sfaild several Persons 5o by him
called as afores{aild and did actually tender to them the usual Oath on [thle admission of Freemen
and that some of them have in consequence thereof been appointed at a future Court
as Freemen of [thje s{aild Borough to Offices which by [thje Custom of [thje s{aild Borough wesa are o
ought to be foniy\ held & enjoyed by Freemen of [thle sfaild Borough.

‘Say they saw no unusual Number of People assembled in (thle s{aild Court on [thle 30th of March
& do not apprehend or believe that any Riot or Mischeif was either committed o
intended in the said Court

Say that they dined with [thle Jury at the Queens head, and that they heard no Person
among them express any fears or apprehensions abfoult going to Court in [thje afternoon
But that they talked of going back at 3. o'Clock being the time to which the s{aild
Court was adjourned.

That they with several others did of thle sfaild Jury did go up to [thle s{aild Market Piace which
is before (thje Door of the Town Hall where the s{aild Court is held & walk there a considerable

time for and did not. Persons assembled

there nor any Tumultor appearance of any Riot Danger or Mischeif,

Tholmals Weatherhead an Alderman of Morpeth swore the 30th of Octfober]r 1761. Filed 19th Noviember 1761 - says that he was present

at[thle Town Hall at thje holding of (thje s{aild Court on [thle 30th of March last, when & where Robler}t Lisle
acted as Steward of thle sfaild Court.
‘Saith that Charles Warriner one of (thje Jurors Deponfen]t

sinister intention of makeing tom & itution of Morpeth, asked

the s{aild Robler}: Lisle before [th]e whole Court if there was any intention of makeing any Freemen
that day, to which the s{aild Robert Lisle replyed that he knew nothing of it & was only there
totry Causes or to that Effect.

That the Jurors of the . & the Causes tryed in a very

pe: . & after the yed,

who acted as Clerk or
assistant of [thje sfai)d Court without any direction from [thje s{ai}d Robler]t Lisle & contrary to his.

s{aild Declaration called the names of four Persons whom he proposed to make Freemen of (thje

the said Borough & at [thle same timeC Time threw a Bible upon the Court Table in Order to swear
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1 Charles Warriner, Roger Marr, George Bullock, Cuthbert Bullock, Gabriel Dunn & Thomas -----
s ' Camnaby swore the 30™ of Oct[ober]r 1761 filed the 19™ Nov[emb]r 1761. Say that they attended the said Court on [th]e 30"
| Clartley &)’d/r’)—zm.m 2'07&" Z'Za./)")*, fcav( 2/(& A A é/{&r/ B oA E ;A S0 2“ ren By of March last as Jurors in the Grand Jury there, & were swom into that office.
Qarna 42 Veoore He 3o/»(o3/ae/ 1 bf- / 'Gd Sl 9 40y oy 7 by. JA 7 Moo f Seoo)alleses He 102> é,,; £ on ySo“ | That [thle Duty of that Jury consists Cheifly in Walking [th]e boundaries of [th]e sfaild Borough
| c/ Iarcl Casl a v f«4 oIS cic /(e /, Ay S >y HHere ) (e 4»; Swrorn vinle Kot mé‘z& B 4 1 & presenting Nusances & it is usual for them to make such presentm[ents to the Court in [thje
Gha //1/ .Z«}//‘ 07//‘(1 VAR >/ Lo verls (‘/“'%“ S S /',{4',‘? D bovidaries ;r)/?f/? zo)o»r-;/»( 3" afternoon, their business being a work of time.

C frederticg Foetanceys p ifey “deal for Dok fpin e TIL fresectn (b P2 Cocrt o PE |
aflerioosy Hecr besinefy bedig a toor h Y e

Charles Warriner for himself saith that Just before he & [th]e rest of [th]e s[ai]d Jury went out of Court on their Duty

| dl zé - 5 o _)’ / / 7 7 /?/ ,)/ / / ?/ 7 9 7 he this Depon[en]t asked, & the rest of [th]e Depon[en]ts say that they heard him ask Rob[er]t Lisle who acted
ailey Darrer for K Selff Satle Hat Sisl bofore Ke p ot resb oy yps2iry toert occt Y Court os fiacs %:‘5 Steward if he intended to make any Fi that day who replyed that he knew---

' //4 7y 24/'” Lo, C/{‘ L(//ob/“/v‘zd—/:on,[{/a:/ s S A//ﬂiy/f%}&mdya ! as .ewar. e intended to make any Freemen that day who replyet e knew:

| ay Seward ,//C e any’,é»«»a« /{A[)V, o WD HoF fe Krecr — nothing of it or to that Effect

5% /‘;;J Yt o lo lhaf Phfect ¢ That they proceeded in their said Office of Jurors & were ready to attend the s[aild Court agalin]

GLaS fes, / BB e A D) Btfece a){fn rod o crire reaDy/lo allid e f-}({””” 75 in [thje afternoon to which time they heard [thje same was adjourned but they had no presentm(ents]
s J/ . ¢ - 0 R 2 D)y Ao A
Lie b A fleroorn Lo wrlleill Fme fey)Keasd sySare toad arocr bo f ey Kr %0, A

Lomealhe Lo ;f‘/;? - corf— o arey) oFlier lu/z:‘t/.fy Lo o> Cacesr Zo a”th:/an S ///67 -
St f q,ga/ 2o ,{4)1},4:,@

to make to [th]e s[aild Court nor any other business to do or cause to attend again that they ———
knew of Except to be discharged

b /) < /. D /[‘_ That they know no other Cause save that /of\ there being no et further business to do Why the
72'4//[‘7//{’*"" to o/ e (oitr Sace /‘(‘/‘jl"‘ ecss """(%’/&yé(ﬂ"%"”{o J/'y ! d Lisle did not return to Court according to his Adj t
DS BV 1ot reter lo lovrt accordus %125 (Yt + -3 slaild Lisle did not return to Court according to his Adjournmen
o z . . Lse o do Fa s te e ‘ oo e

T };’f; f/‘: S P ool S5 ‘/',\ o Arpsd S '\‘j L;“/‘,,_,,,Q Mt »://:a: V) That on their Return from their sfaild Duty as Jurors being informed that there had

25 3 s 5 S . s Ko yloo in thei i F
s oo fLtte rrfh / 5 /{é( s A(;f&:«a )4’ i Ae ce y/a“‘ % > rid e ;;,{ . 2 /) 7 been an attempt in their absence to make certain Persons Freemen who they wer(e]
(mir %) N/A'g S0 >is 4H i A solic %cz tocl Seoerall oHers o)’/ﬁ /! -ya rz% & S convinced had no right to be Freemen, They with several others of the s[aild Jury did go to
e \_Om nly Aed P S L2 \f TOIN A 7 ” e Seehorrr Vo Zge /o a}’//";: A G ),é‘ the Queen'’s head where the s[aild Robfer]t Lisle & many of the Suitors & Agents of [th]e s[aild Court
) - f{” eall s Do A.A,( Y ) 20 g:/\,{;/é & v/ lorrfraey, Alere 24 He Sa< '? dined & formally protested before the s[aild Robler]t Lisle & the Company there ag[ain]st the said

‘ 7/
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[,‘ /,/{ liock. o3 aceasdiigty) loraild M S A & 2 5 ,.//(a./‘:,) 705 o s A LoD Kosees sfaild Robler]t Lisle to know if he would go to Court in the to his

proceeding contrary to the Custom & Constitution of [th]e s[aild Borough.
Roger Marr for himself saith that he was deputed a Messenger by [th]e rest of [th]e s[aild Jury to wait on the

/ e / a )ea ) 7 D D (VT TN 4/‘/ re o reseo?y O a s ey 4, rék & saith that [th]e accordingly waited twice on him & told him that [th]e s[ai]d Jury expected him
~a o > Jeacocr > 2l 2 g ) N ; . N
‘,r/‘./‘f) -}_/d/& //t peleided Lo b Lnve Corcelild e ard Lo Loy refinre Lo ) S &""’//'/ -— & at same time endeavoured to remove certain Apprehensions of Danger which he

He Mo De i s L o Shieledf Y *7%4/7 2 (,,/1“1‘,:“,7 Foae Al Fod -“7’ mﬂé il [th]e sfaild Lisle pretended to to-have conceived in regard to his returning to [th]e sfaild Court, -
ﬁ,,. el 2fipre Leredeors.
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He the Deponlen]t on [th]e strictest Enquiry not haveing been able to find any real Cause

ol Haf Ke Keard Aot fdor bl
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That afler fle boavinds SY npsal (oirt. tray /;,L N> f’—) Yo frreae &1’!’; > ?7“’—/ e N who acted as Steward there declare there was not any intention of makeing Freemen that day
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ﬁ)({&@ Phecmen 5y 4 72 B nnf4 /k//U’)né oY votlor 2o brot as .90710 g Kea; &

1 Potts as Clerk or Assistant of [th]e s{aild Court called the names of 4 persons who he proposed

Wiliam Wright swore the 30™ of Oct[obe]r 1761 filed the 19" Nov{emb]r 1761. Saith that he attended at [th]e s[aild Court on
[thle 30™ of March last as Serjeant of the s[aild Borough, & saith that he heard Rob[er]t Lisle

S . > Zec %(@W« .
bele o du // olold {7//", L (/}’%““‘7 72 fe‘ “’/é‘ Q/‘/: "/ Vebled Lo flair, L i swearing Freemen of [th]e s[aild Borough, Some of whom wiere] not as Depon[en]t has heard &
~ '/ . AN/, T ) e S
Shat Zd frrocaed ity @ looked mpan and Crniniledd Byonesl of Hie Welermen: g believed duly elected by their Company & lawfully entitled to their Freedom.
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preferably to the Persons so Called by Said Mathew Potts laid their Hands on the Same Bible (which the said
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S " / Wocdosssn Qurcs B bl males T cesoft. el oren ok Remonstrances to the said Court And Appealing and Protesting against the Said Proceeding of Said Mathew Potts.
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Mathew Potts threw upon the Table of the said Court) with the said Other persons Called by the said Mathew—
Potts desireing they might be Sworn Freemen of the said Borough----—

bt (e Sevonn Frecrner of flecord S3orengh
Saith that said Robert Lisle Appeared to Depon[enit to be very Passive during this Transaction And did
not as Depon(en]t Remembers Any way Interpose therein
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. | Courtto be Adjourned tll3 of the Clock in the aftemnoon wihilch being done the people in the Court to Deponfents Remembrance
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Says he receiv[e]d no Injury Insult or ill usage in said Court that day from Any person whoever
Nor did Deponent Apprehend any Danger or Mischief from Anything that happened there
Either to himself or Any Other person who Attended or was any way Concerned in the said Court

John Grey Swore 31% of October 1761 Filed Novjembe]r 19" 1761 Saith that he did on the 30" of March last past

Attend the Court Leet and Court Baron of the Earl of Carlisle held in and for the Manor
and Borough of Morpeth aforesaid as one of the Suitors of said Court And that the
aforesfaild Robert Lisle Gent[leman] Acted as Steward of the said Court And Depon[en]t heard said Robler]t Lisle
in Answer to A Question put by Charles Warriner one of the Jury of Inquests belonging
to said Court declare that he knew Nothing of Any Freemen to be made that day and
that said Lisle was only there to try Causes

Saith that after the Causes depending in the said Court were all tryed and Finished,
Matthew Potts who Acted as Clerk or Assistant to said Court Called the Names of Several persons
to be Swom Freemen of said Borough of Morpeth (who as Deponent was informed and
believed and now very believes were not lawfully intitled to their Freedom According to the
Custom of the said Borough) And at the Same time threw A Bible on the Table in Order
to Tender them the Usual Oath

Saith this ling O a great di Among the Jury
and Other Freemen and Brothers Attending the said Court And prompted some of

them who has as Deponlenit has been informed and believes A good right to their Freedom of
said Borough to Assert their said right, And to lay their Hands on the said Bible

with the said Other persons so Called by the said Matthew Potts at the same time requesting
to be Sworn Freemen of said Borough
Saith that Although this Transaction Occasioned Several people to Speak together
And Consequently some Noise in said Court Yet Depon[en]t Verily believes there was no
Injury or Insult done or intended to be done by or to Any person then present Nor Any Business
of the said Court intended to be interrupted or prevented
Saith the said Several Persons so Called by Said Mathew Potts to be made Freemen as
aforesfaild Contributed greatly towards making the said Noise
Saith he is persuaded and believes no lawful Business of the Court was prevented for th[at]
it Appear(e]d to Depon[en]t from the said Mr Lisles Said Declaration and whole future Conduct
that all the proper Business of the Court at that time was Finished and done, Said Lisle
never Offering as Depon[en]t remembers to interpose his Authority or give Any Opinion
in relation to the said Proceeding of said Mathew Potts
Saith after said Court was Adjourned Depon[en] together w(ijth the Jurors And most of the
Other Freemen as suitors of the said Court dined with said Robert Lisle & said Mathew Potts
at the Queens Head in Morpeth afores(aild And depon[en]t Sat at the Same Table with said
Lisle, but doth not remember to have heard him Express Any Apprehension or fear of going
into Court again in the afternoon
Says he went into the Market place in Morpeth afores(ai]d after Dinner about the time
to which said Court was Adjourned And Expected said Court would sit Again to receive
the presentm(en]ts of the Jury of Inquests which is Usually done in the afternoon
Says he knows not why Said Robert Lisle and Jury did not return to Court to Fini[sh]
the Business of said Court (if Any remained to be done) for Deponent Saw no Tumult
nor Riot nor Any Cause to Apprehend any Mischief nor Any greater Number of persons Assembled

before the Door of said Court than Usual on A Court day.
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